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Departamento 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Linguística e Literaturas 

Portuguese Language Syllabus 

 

Portuguese Language (Beginner/Elementary) 

 

COMPETENCES TO BE ACQUIRED: 

The Course of Portuguese Language and Culture for foreign students 

(elementary Level) is a course of introduction to the Portuguese Language and Culture 

that aims to propitiate pupil the necessary knowledge to independently express, both 

orally and in written. 

Thus, in the end of the course the pupil should: 

a) understand and use basic vocabulary in specific situations of communication; 

b) understand and write simple texts:  email, formal and informal letter, etc. 

 

CONTENTS 

A ‐ Vocabulary areas 

1.  Verbal  social  contacts  and  writings  with  different  degrees  of  formality:  informal 

verbal presentation to the formal text (letter, petition, curriculum vitae)  

2.  Characterization  of  social  profiles:  civil  state,  nationality,  profession,  degree  of 

kindred 

3. Localization in time and space 

3.1 Space localizations: countries, cities, streets 

3.2 Time localizations, from the three basic axles: past, present and future 



4. Description of places and people  

4.1 Description of places: landscapes, houses, stores, schools, hotels 

4.2 Description of people: physical and psychological traces; the clothes 

5. Activities 

5.1 Routine actions: feeding, work, study, purchases 

5.2 Prompt events 

5.3 Activities of leisure: free time, sports, culture, trips 

5.4 Professional activities 

6. Other thematic areas: the climate; numbers; popular holidays and traditions  

 

B ‐ Functional contents 

1. To compliment and to speak to the other; to introduce him/herself and to introduce 

others; to make an invitation, to accept or refuse an invitation; to be thankful and to 

answer to a gratefulness; to inform and to inquire themselves on telephones, dwellings 

and  email;  to  say  farewell;  to  ask  for/to  accept  excuses;  to  authorize  and  to  ask  for 

authorization;  to  describe  and  to  characterize  people,  objects,  places  and 

environments; to agree and to disagree; to state doubt or unfamiliarity; to ask for an 

opinion and confirmation; to reserve lodging; to speak to the telephone; to write notes 

and informal letter. 

2. To  inquire and to give  information on  localization, dates, hours, atmospheric time, 

transports,  passage,  prices,  forms;  to  ask  for  the  bill;  to  make  an  order;  to  tell 

occurrences;  to state  ideas,  feelings, opinions and aims; to agree and to disagree; to 

make  suggestions;  to  present  suggestions;  to  describe  sensations;  to  formulate 

hypotheses; to consider alterations. 

 

 



C ‐ Grammatical contents 

1. The sounds of the Portuguese and its transcription  

1.1 The alphabet: phonetic practical description 

1.2 From phonetics to orthography: general rules and particular cases 

1.2.1 graphical signs 

2. Classes of words (general morphological rules and syntactic behavior): articles and 

numerals; names; pronouns; adjectives; verbs; adverbs; prepositions; conjunctions 

3. The sentence level 

3.1 Syntactical functions 

3.2 Simple phrase 

3.2.1  Types  of  phrase:  affirmation  and  negation;  declarative, 

interrogative, imperative; active and passive; emphatic 

3.3 Complex phrase 

3.3.1 Coordination 

4. punctuation 

 

Activities 

• Listening 

• Transparencies/films/images  

• Exercises of verbal understanding  

• Exercises of application of the grammatical rules 

• Speaking:  reading,  reply  to  questionnaires,  commentary,  verbal  exposition, 

dialogue, debate, role‐play of informal and formal situations  

• Speaking:    informal  notes,  comments,  stories,  descriptions,  informal  letters, 

formal letters, solicitations, bookings, invitations, curriculum vitae 
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UNIVERSIDADE DE ÉVORA 

Departamento de Linguística e Literaturas 

Portuguese Language Syllabus 

 

Portuguese Language (Intermediate/Advanced) 

COMPETENCES TO BE ACQUIRED: 

‐ To create and develop basic communicative skills in Portuguese, allowing the pupil an 

integration  in  the Portuguese  society,  thus developing already acquired  structures of 

the Portuguese language on general themes.  

‐ To practice, both orally and in written form, new linguistic structures. 

 

 

CONTENTS 

Vocabulary areas 

1. Identification and personal characterization;  

2. Acknowledgments, rules and instructions;  

3. Shows and interviews;  

4. The meteorological time and forecasts for the future;  

5. Feeding and health;  

6. Sports  

 

 

B ‐ Functional contents 



1. To compliment and to speak to the other; to introduce him/herself and to introduce 

others; to make an invitation, to accept or refuse an invitation; to be thankful and to 

answer to a gratefulness; to inform and to inquire themselves on telephones, dwellings 

and  email;  to  say  farewell;  to  ask  for/to  accept  excuses;  to  authorize  and  to  ask  for 

authorization;  to  describe  and  to  characterize  people,  objects,  places  and 

environments; to agree and to disagree; to state doubt or unfamiliarity; to ask for an 

opinion and confirmation; to reserve lodging; to speak to the telephone; to write notes 

and informal letter; to advise, to express opinions, to speak of passed experiences, to 

make  forecasts  for  the  future,  to  formulate  doubts,  to  argue,  to  reproduce  what 

somebody said, to compare situations. 

2. To  inquire and to give  information on  localization, dates, hours, atmospheric time, 

transports,  passage,  prices,  forms;  to  ask  for  the  bill;  to  make  an  order;  to  tell 

occurrences;  to state  ideas,  feelings, opinions and aims; to agree and to disagree; to 

make  suggestions;  to  present  suggestions;  to  describe  sensations;  to  formulate 

hypotheses; to consider alterations. 

 

C ‐ Grammatical contents 

1. Past (Imperfect) and Past Perfect Simple  

2. Personal infinitive and Impersonal Infinitive;  

3. Past Participle (regular and irregular);  

4. Compound Past (more‐that‐perfect);  

5. Derived words;  

6. Imperfect future;  

7. Connectives;  

8. Reported Speech.  

9. Passive voice 

Activities 



• Listening 

• Transparencies/films/images  

• Exercises of verbal understanding  

• Exercises of application of grammatical rules 

• Speaking:  reading,  reply  the  questionnaires,  commentary,  verbal  exposition, 

dialogue, debate, dramatização of informal and formal situations  

• Speaking:  reply  the  questionnaires,  informal  notes,  comments,  stories, 

descriptions,  informal  letters,  formal  letters, solicitations, bookings,  invitation, 

argumentative speech, plain text, curriculum vitae 
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